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In 2025, the tourism and travel industry is anticipated to undergo remarkable changes, with a clear
shift in traveller expectations. Unique experiences, such as culinary adventures, wellness retreats, and
cultural immersions, are replacing traditional sightseeing itineraries. The role of technology is
expanding, with personalized Al suggestions, virtual tours, and efficient booking systems redefining
convenience. Additionally, the spotlight is shifting to lesser-known locations, where serene landscapes
and unique offerings provide a refreshing alternative to overvisited landmarks.

1. Shift in tourist expectations

With increased per capita income (35% in last 10
years) which will likely grow further in coming
years, today’s Indian citizen is considering
tourism is as part of lifestyle. Their expectations
from tourism ecosystem is now more S,

personalized with preference for quality and .»‘-b?u_w"{,e
luxury. With improved connectivity,
infrastructure and rising aspirations, experiential
tourism, short trips and get-away travel are set
to surge. The increased sensitivity towards
environment and climate will lead to rise of eco-
tourism and sustainable travel in India with
greater interest in green accommodations and
initiatives that promote community engagement
and environmental preservation. Keeping in

mind the young workforce, concept of Bleisure

(Business with Leisure Travelling) is gaining momentum where business trips are complemented by
leisure tourism to improve work-life balance and productivity. With domestic trips increasing,
staycations have gained traction as a favoured travel choice. For short weekend breaks, villas and
homestays provide open spaces and privacy provides business opportunities for more luxury hotels,
resorts, homestays, and staycation packages. In 2025, young adventure travellers will increasingly
explore hidden gems, seeking untouched destinations like secluded islands and wildlife-rich forests,
relishing the thrill of uncovering undiscovered splendours. This will be an opportunity for government
and non-government stakeholders to create new avenues and solutions to harness the untapped
potential.



2. Growing appeal for Spiritual discovery and wellness tourism

With millennials and gen z valuing cultural exploration, and
meaningful interactions that foster emotional and physical
well-being, a demand India’s diverse offerings meet
effortlessly. The integration of sustainable practices into
spiritual and wellness tourism adds another dimension,
! emphasizing harmony with nature. As global awareness of
mental health and self-care grows, India’s spiritual and
wellness tourism is set to thrive, offering transformative
| journeys to travelers seeking inner balance and renewal.
From the grand spectacle of the Kumbh Mela, drawing 120
million pilgrims to Prayagraj, to tranquil yoga retreats in
Uttarakhand and rejuvenating wellness havens in Kerala,
the path to inner harmony is as varied as it is enriching. The
rise of this trend reflects a shift toward purposeful travel, where individuals prioritize mental well-
being and spiritual growth. In 2025, our focus on sustainability and authentic experiences will further
solidify its reputation as the ultimate sanctuary for spiritual and wellness journeys.

3. Technology enhancing tourism experience lifecycle

India’s tourism landscape is rapidly evolving through the integration of advanced technologies that
enhance the entire tourist journey. Travelers can now plan trips with Al-based platforms, accessing
tailored recommendations and real-time updates. Virtual reality allows tourists to explore destinations
digitally before visiting, while mobile apps simplify
bookings and provide instant access to travel
information. At destinations, smart solutions like
contactless check-ins, loT-enabled accommodations,
and AR-guided tours offer convenience and
personalization. After their trips, social media and
digital platforms let tourists share experiences,
fostering engagement. These advancements not only
elevate customer satisfaction but also streamline
operations for tourism businesses. In 2025, we can see
the continuation of this momentum with some
innovative and cutting-edge technological solutions to
enhance tourist experiences, ensuring seamless
journeys, and safe and well-maintained tourism
ecosystem.

4. Marketing and Branding through Influence culture

Influence culture is reshaping tourism marketing, with social media platforms at the forefront.
Travelers increasingly rely on recommendations from influencers who showcase unique experiences,
hidden gems, and immersive adventures. Unlike traditional advertising, influencer marketing feels
authentic and relatable, resonating with audiences seeking personalized travel suggestions. From
YouTube vlogs to Instagram reels, these creators inspire wanderlust by sharing real-time experiences
and promoting offbeat destinations. Tourism boards and travel brands are leveraging this trend,
collaborating with influencers to target niche markets and engage diverse audiences. This shift is not



just about promoting destinations but about creating aspirational narratives that connect emotionally
with potential travellers, turning followers into loyal tourists.

5. Government push to boost tourism ecosystem.

India’s tourism sector is set for a transformation, driven by the government’s strategic initiatives.
Increased budget allocation underpins the development of essential infrastructure and theme-based
circuits via the Swadesh Darshan Scheme, focusing on regional and cultural tourism. Improved visa
policies, like e-visa extensions, are easing entry for global visitors. Simultaneously, skill development
programs are preparing a professional workforce to enhance visitor experiences. Investments in
tourism-friendly infrastructure, including better connectivity and accommodation options, are making
destinations more accessible. By addressing challenges and focusing on innovation, the government’s
holistic approach is positioning India as a premier global travel destination, ensuring long-term growth
and sustainability.

Travel trends for 2025 highlight a shift toward purposeful, engaging, and meaningful travel
experiences. The industry is evolving to meet changing traveler preferences, driven by higher spending
and an increased focus on sustainability, paving the way for transformation.



